WE INSPIRE MIRACLES

Every Child Deserves A Change To Play Baseball

MAKING
FRIENDS
BEING
PART OF
A TEAM

We Are The Miracle League of Northampton County

THE HISTORY OF THE MIRACLE LEAGUE
In 1997 Rockdale Youth Baseball Association’s coach Eddie Bagwell invited the first
child with a disability to play baseball on his
team; Michael a 7 year old child in a wheel
chair attended every game and practice, while
cheering on his 5 year old brother play America’s favorite pass-time. And in 1998, other
children with disabilities were invited to play
baseball on a typical baseball field within the
baseball complex of the Rockdale Youth Baseball Association (RYBA). The players had expressed the desire to dress in uniforms, make
plays in the field, and round the bases just like
their main stream peers. The league began
with 35 players on four teams that first year.
There were no programs to copy. It was
decided that:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Every player bats once each inning
All players are safe on the bases
Every player scores a run before the inning
is over (last one up gets a home run)
Community children and volunteers serve
as ‘buddies’ to assist the players
Each team and each player wins every
game
The main concern was the playing surface,
presenting potential safety hazards for
players in wheelchairs or walkers.

By the spring 1999 season, the league gained
support and became a source of pride for
all involved as participation grew to over 50
players. During that season, the magnitude of
the need for such a program was recognized.

It was learned that there are over 75,000 plus
children in Metro Atlanta with disabilities,
most not being able to participate in team
sports. That is when the dream of building a
unique baseball complex for these special children was conceived. The Miracle League was
formed and became a reality that all children
should have the chance to play baseball.
Under the leadership of Dean Alford, the
Rotary Clubs of Rockdale County and Conyers stepped forward to form the Rotary
Miracle League Fund, Inc., a 501 (c) 3 organization. The new organization had two objectives: (1) raise the funds necessary to build a
special complex with facilities that meet the
unique needs of the Miracle League players,
and (2) assist in the outreach efforts for Miracle Leagues across the country.
With the help of community volunteers and
corporations, the design and construction of
the first Miracle League complex was underway. The complex would include a custom-designed field with a cushioned rubberized
surface to help prevent injuries, wheelchair accessible dugouts, and a completely flat surface
to eliminate any barriers to wheelchair-bound
or visually impaired players. The design also
included three grass fields, which could be
converted to the synthetic rubber surface as
the league grew. In addition, accessible restrooms, a concession stand, and picnic pavilion were included in the design
The first of its kind Miracle League Field

broke ground on December 31, 1999 and
The Miracle League complex was completed
in April 2000. On opening day, the Miracle
League rosters had grown to over 120 players.
The players raced around the bases and chatted with their teammates in the dugouts as
they celebrated. Nicholas Slade, a player who
had been in a coma just a week before, threw
out the first ball.
The players’ enthusiasm has continued to
grow. By spring, 2002, over 250 players filled
the Miracle League rosters. The parents tell
stories of their children insisting on playing
despite bouts with kidney stones, broken
bones, and recent hospitalizations. The thrill
of playing, the cheers from the stands, and the
friendships they develop make the Miracle
League Field an oasis away from their everyday battles. Our umpire describes this as the
only league where no one ever gets mad at
him or her.
“Buddies” assist Miracle League player.
These buddies are mainstream children who
play baseball, youth church groups, boys
and girls scouts to mention a few. As a result
the parents, children and volunteers are all
brought together – special needs and mainstream alike-in a program, which serves them
all through service to children with special
needs. The program is opened to children
from any community and, until April 2002
was one of a kind.

THE MIRACLE LEAGUE OF NORTHAMPTON COUNTY
Can you picture a moment when a child in a wheelchair rises up
at home plate, grabs a bat, hits a ball and walks to first base playing
baseball for their very first time? This vision is the heart of the Miracle League of Northampton County at Easton Rotary Field. Inspiration, courage, and just having fun are the hallmarks of what occurs
at every game in the spring and fall seasons for the athletes that play
baseball on the Miracle League Field, located at the Charles Chrin
Community Center in Palmer Township.
Since the opening day on September 9, 2012, the Miracle League
has given children and adults with intellectual and physical disabilities an opportunity to play baseball at a beautiful venue that is
specifically designed to meet their unique needs. The facility is a
custom-designed field with a rubberized surface that is completely
flat so that those in wheelchairs, walkers, and other assistive devices
can play the game of baseball in a safe, barrier-free environment.
We focus on the athletes ABILITIES, not their disABILITIES and

our mission is to create positive life experiences for those with intellectual and physical disabilities and their families through baseball.
We celebrate their growth and accomplishments every single game.
Our volunteers called “Buddies” or “Angels in the Outfield” are partnered one-on-one with the athletes. Ask any volunteer to describe
their experience and they will tell you the rewards are endless, that
there are smiles embedded on the faces of the players, their parents,
grandparents, and other volunteers. They will tell you how upbeat
the entire experience has been. (See the story of a volunteer later in
this document)
If you haven’t experienced our Miracle League, please visit our
website at www.miracleleagueofnc.org and learn more about this
terrific organization and get involved as a buddy, concession stand
worker, register an athlete, or for a donation. You will not be disappointed. Our motto is “Every Child Deserves a Chance to Play
Baseball.” Come and join the fun!

The timeline above provides a graphic story of our history with major milestones from 2008 when the concept was brought
to our attention to the end of 2014. The two year gap between 2008 and 2010 was caused by the financial uncertainty and it
was felt that this was not the time to embark on a project that needed considerable financial support.

Our facility is located at the Charles Chrin Community Center in Palmer Township

The Miracle League of Northampton County
Strategic Plan 2014-2016
Our Mission
To create positive experience for those with intellectual and physical disabilities and their families through baseball.

Guiding Principals/Core Values
1.
2.
3.
4.

Provide operational integrity through sustainable funding.
Maintain and improve our facilities.
Promote various program opportunities while nurturing lifelong friendships.
Increase growth and development of the Miracle League by increasing the number of players and volunteers through
outreach opportunities.
5. Continue to create a safe, accepting and fun environment.
6. Increase a promote community recognition of our Miracle League through aware.

Goals/Strategies
1. Establish and maintain both an operating and capital budget yearly while continuing to establish partnerships with
various potential donors as well as creating yearly fundraising activities and/or promotions.
2. Prioritize capital projects and look for grant opportunities to fund those projects.
3. Maintain and promote our Miracle League through monthly activities with our athletes, their family, and our volunteers.
4. Target specific community school leaders, organizations, and potential volunteer groups to promote our mission and
increase awareness while growing our league.
5. Hold true to the integrity of our Miracle League mission by treating all that visit our field with compassion and respect while embracing diversity and celebrating the accomplishments of our athletes.
6. Develop and implement a public relations strategy to raise awareness, find volunteers, and increase participation of
athletes and volunteers.

2014 Accomplishments
• We continue give parents a chance to relax and enjoy the physical activities of their sons and daughters as spectators at a convenient community facility.   This environment is perfect for building peer relationships that can
ease stress.
• We created a quarterly e- newsletter that is sent out to over 500 email addresses
• We redesigned our website (www.miracleleagueofnc.org)
• Introduced night games under the lights this year which has been a big hit among the players.
• We introduced a program called “Homer Bucks” which are given to each player after their game so they can
buy a hot dog and soda.
• We have been able to attract many volunteers of all ages to be the “buddies” of the players. Their involvement
and interaction with the players makes everyone’s experience “priceless”.
• We enhanced the use of our video board to provide more enjoyment for the players, volunteers and spectators.
• We have been very pleased to see how many of the players have improved their batting skills since they began
playing in the league.
• As a Board of Directors we have held true to our mission, guiding principles, core values, and our goals and
strategies in a strong and distinguished manner.

From A Volunteer’s Perspective
Bob Barclay - Game Announcer

“These young people just want to be a part
of something that some of us have taken for
granted for most of our lives. I began playing
baseball with my dad when I was in Kindergarten. I then played for Optimist International
in Little League, played some “Teener” League
Baseball, and loved every minute of it. I even
gave up playing the drums because I thought
if I practiced hard, and long enough, I’d have a
shot at the pros. Uh, that didn’t happen.
However, I never thought about how
lucky I was to be able to throw, catch,
run and hit without limitation. As I sit
inside Rotary Field at the Miracle League
of Northampton County complex on Saturday afternoons, I watch these amazing
young men, women, boys and girls, play
with the love I had/have for the game,
but with limitations. Limitations that
they refuse to let come between them
and their love of the game. For those
one or two hours a week, they are like every
other youngster who plays for the Palmer
Township youth baseball teams, or for Nazareth and Notre Dame High Schools.
My father and mother always stressed to me
how important it was to help and assist others who struggle economically, physically or
mentally in some way.  I was blessed more than
30 years ago to realize one of my dreams and I
became a professional broadcaster. I was fortunate to work for a pair of radio stations -- 93.5
WSBG-FM and 840 WVPO-AM (ESPN of the
Poconos) and a television station (WYOU-TV
in Scranton, PA), who made it a priority to give

back to the communities we served. Thanks
to my parents and my former bosses, this has
become a big part of my life. However, the
parents, grand parents, caregivers (members
of the IU as well), and brothers and sisters of
these really inspiring young people, make my
contributions pale in comparison. These are
the true heroes, along with the Miracle League
volunteers, supporters, buddies and board

members. It is so rewarding for me to be a part
of this organization and to have these athletes
and their family members allow me to be a part
of these “Saturdays at the Ballpark”, and more
importantly, a small part of their lives for these
last 13 months.
This without a doubt is one of the most satisfying things I have ever done. Every time I put
down the announcers microphone and walk out
of the park, I am filled with such joy that I cannot even quantify the amount to you. I get such
a charge out of seeing Jason Argenziano light
up, and jump up and down when my buddy
Jeff Rose bellows his name over the loudspeak-

ers. I cannot help but smile from ear-to-ear
when Eric ‘The He Man” McGovern comes to
the plate and crushes a Chuck Frantz pitch up
the middle using just one hand as he sits in his
“wheel mobile”. The Hirsch sisters in their
matching pants, Marcos Villeda accompanied
by his younger brother, Shannon “The Super
Natural” Andriko decked out and ready to rock
in her matching batting gloves, Brandon “Tex”
Brooking shouting out encouragement
to his teammates, and Kevin “The Mayor
of the Miracle League” Benton yelling to
everyone that “they are fired”, just lights
up my life for the work week ahead.
If I had enough space, I’d name every
athlete, because they truly humble me and
melt my heart week in and week out. I am
honored and privileged to call their names
and numbers because they inspire me
every time they step onto that field. Oh,
and to the buddies -- I’ve seen them do amazing things with these athletes. Carry them,
chase them down so they can bat, help them
run around the bases and put their arms around
them in support. Honestly, it makes me tear up
at times. I am so very proud of each and every
one them and I know their parents are as well.
It’s a life experience they’ll never forget.
Again, a sincerest thanks to everyone involved with the Miracle League of Northampton County. I appreciate the opportunity
to participate in such a worthwhile and
heart-swelling endeavor.”

The Miracle League from a Player’s View
Tyler Youngkin

“Hello, I am Tyler Youngkin and I am proud to
say I play in the Northampton County Miracle
League.   I have really had fun playing on the great
field by the Chrin Center. One of my best memories is hitting the first home run over the fence and
having Mr. Agretto and Miss Amanda sign it for
me.   My parents put it in a special box that I have
on a shelf in my room.   It is really great seeing
my name and picture on the big board and hearing my name announced each week.   I have met
many great buddies this year that helped us and
cheered for us when we played our games.    Being with my friends is also a great part of playing
baseball.   I also like it when I use my own bat to
hit, even when Miss Amanda wants me to use the
big bat to hit.   The Miracle League also does some
other great things like have Trick or Treat Night,
Dances, and Movies.   I am very excited to put on
my Phillies shirt each week and play baseball with
my friends at the Miracle League of Northampton
County.”

Thank You For Your Support
We are very thankful that we
have had so many wonderful
and giving sponsors and
supporters of this great facility.
As with any non-profit who
provides a service we need
continued support to be able to
provide these children with the
opportunity to play baseball.
Any financial support that you
can provide will be greatly
appreciated.
Miracle League of Nothampton County
PO Box 3424
Palmer, PA 18043
(610) 252-1505
www.miracleleagueofnc.org

